
Board of Directors 2024

Executive Committee

Kristin Sleeper, President

Alison Hawkins, Vice President

Aime Card, Secretary

Maureen Maier, Treasurer

Joanne Joanne Frascella, Assistant Treasurer

Kirsten Alexander, Membership

Standing Committees

Kristin Sleeper & Alison Hawkins, Building & Grounds 

Kirsten Alexander, Membership & Development 

Joanne Frascella, Finance

Peggy McNamara , Historic

Max KingMax King, Marketing & Outreach 

Aime Card, Nominating

Programs, Open Position

Dianne Bucco, Scholarships 

Bethany Minich, Member-at-Large

© 2024, Max King, Wenham Village Improvement Society

Property expense • 57%

Development  • 2%

Insurance  • 7%

Scholarship awards• 7%

Wenham Museum Camp 
Whirlygig • 17%

Administrative • 1%Professional services • 7%

Event programming • 2%

Disbursements

Property income • 62%

Membership dues • 2%

Annual Fund • 4%

Donations • 3%

Transfer from 
cash reserves • 29%

Revenue

The Wenham Village Improvement Society
                  celebreates 130 years of civic and
                                        philanthropic work 
                                        made possible by the
                                        generosity of donors,                                         generosity of donors, 
its members and its volunteers over the 
years, continuing to make the society 
      “a power for the best good of the town,” 
      and its residents.
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WVIS is honored to be supported 
by the following:

Dear WVIS Members and friends,
It is my pleasure to share with you our 2023 Annual Report, highlighting 
the work and contributions to the town and residents of Wenham, made by 
The Wenham Village Improvement Society over the past 130 years.  

The Wenham Village Improvement Society (WVIS) worked tirelessly in 2023 to support The Wenham Village Improvement Society (WVIS) worked tirelessly in 2023 to support 
our mission. For those unfamiliar with our mission, I will share it here as it is laid out 
in our bylaws.

 Awarding educational scholarships to Wenham students;
 Maintaining the property owned by the Society;
 Supporting the Wenham Museum;
 Providing recreational, social, and educational programs for all 
Wenham residents;Wenham residents;
 Awarding grants to local schools, town departments and non-profit 
organizations which serve the town;
 Preserving the natural beauty of Wenham.

In 2023, the WVIS dispersed $10,000 to deserving Wenham graduates. 
Since its inception in 1951, the WVIS has granted over $700,000 in scholarships!

The WVIS continued maintenance of the Tea House campus, which includes 
the Wenham Tea House building, Tea House Playground and Monument Street tennis and the Wenham Tea House building, Tea House Playground and Monument Street tennis and 
pickleball courts. The courts were recently resurfaced in 2022, 
thanks to generous CPC funds, and were full of activity this past season.

We take pride in supporting the Wenham Museum, which was under the WVIS umbrella 
until the Museum became its own nonprofit in the early 1950s. We granted the Museum 
$25,000 in funds to support the launch of Camp Whirlygig, a brand new camp geared to 
young campers which fosters fun, friendship and curiosity.

The WVIS brought our community together in March to celebrate our 130 year history at The WVIS brought our community together in March to celebrate our 130 year history at 
our annual meeting, and at a lively pickleball and tennis event in May. We continued to 
support Community House concerts, the HW Pride Picnic and the League of Women 
Voters’ Volunteer Fair.

In addition to fulfilling our stated mission, we underwent an extensive tenant search and 
are thrilled to welcome Plat du Jour to the Wenham Tea House!

The WVIS is a 100% women-led, all-volunteer organization founded in 1893. 
We are one of the country’s few remaining improvement societies. We are one of the country’s few remaining improvement societies. 
We are looking forward to more great work in 2024. Join us!

Kristin Sleeper, President
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Giving

Wenham Fireman’s Relief Association
Wenham Police Relief Association
Town Meeting Lunch
Town Plantings
Community House Concerts in the Park
Human Rights Coalition’s Pride Picnic

Boy Scouts & Girl Scouts
Little League
Visiting Nurses Association
North Shore Babies Hospital
Beverly Hospital
HW Community Services
Council on AgingCouncil on Aging
Enon Village Association
Buker and Cutler Schools

Donations, Annual and Periodic, over the years

Wenham Public Library 
Town gift for Trowt Lot Purchase, 
        (Site of Police and Fire stations)
Pleasant Pond Beach Development 
West Wenham Tennis Court
Pingree Park Tennis Courts
Town of Wenham Civil War Fence Repair Town of Wenham Civil War Fence Repair 
Annual Scholarships

WVIS’s Major Philanthropies & Civic Support since 1953 
Wenham Historical Association and Museum
Claflin-Richards House, Burnham Hall, 
and the land upon which they stood, 
in addition to $26,293 (or $305,135 
in today’s dollars), for the refurbishment in today’s dollars), for the refurbishment 
of Burnham Hall (1953).
Annual Gifts and special gifts such as 
Camp Whirlygig, over the years. 

Cherry Street Walkway 
Town of Wenham Recreation 
Community Services
Wenham Housing AuthorityWenham Housing Authority
Enon Greenhouse

Wenham Village Improvement Society (WVIS)

> WVIS is a civic and philanthropic organization 
that works to benefit the community and 
provide recreational, social and educational 
programs to residents of Wenham 
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Pleasant Pond Beach Development 

Wenham Housing Authority
Enon Greenhouse

Camp days at 
WVIS Tennis Courts 
and Playground. 
Camp Whirlygig is a partnership of the 
Wenham Museum and WVIS.

1924 The Sports Committee started the skating rink in the 
swamp behind the Tea House. A winter carnival, hockey, and skating 
took place until 1970 when the town took over the property for a 
dollar a year and assumed the care. The first 
tennis courts were built in 1928 and 
1934 for the benefit of the town’s 
residents, then later a third was added 
in 1957. in 1957. 1935  The playground 
was organized to provide summer 
recreation for all youngsters 
of the town.

The Tea House & Exchange continued 
operation and expanded. 

“Years ago, long lines of black limousines pulled to the front of a 
white shingled home, just off the Old Bay Road . The ladies would 
step out, their hats, pearls, and their gloves were perfect. These late 
afternoon arrivals signaled the start of a most social occasion – 
                                                   teatime at the Wenham Tea House.” 
                                         excerpts, Boston Sunday Globe, 
                                                                                                                                       January 20, 1991                                                                                                                                       January 20, 1991

As with the tradition at the Tea House, 
so it was at the Hobbs House. Limousines 
arrived with passengers from Boston to 
shop the collections of fashionable 
apparel. 

In 1944, the WVIS purchased 
the property of Miss Harriet Hobbs, 
an interesting house built in 1767, with 
the twofold purpose of preservation and 
protection. It presented to the town an 
attractive center around the church and attractive center around the church and 
because of its location, completed the 
Tea House community unit
supervised by the WVIS.

1951 Ground-breaking ceremonies 
were held for the future Wenham 
Museum and for the remodeling of 
Burnham Hall, the former “barn” 
WVIS built in 1935.
19521952  The WVIS Historical Association 
incorporated under the name of the 
Wenham Historical Association 
and Museum.  WVIS transferred 
the deeds for the Claflin-Richards 
house, Burnham Hall, the land upon 
which they stood, and $26,293 which they stood, and $26,293 
($305,135)  for the building of a 
new fire-proof Museum building.

1935  The Barn, later known as  
Burnham Hall, was built to house 
the Historical Committee collections 
deemed unsuitable for the 
Claflin-Richards house, and to expand Claflin-Richards house, and to expand 
the much needed space of the WVIS 
into a larger commmunity gathering 
place. The WVIS Historical Committee 
had saved $800 ($17,792) over the years, 
and WVIS borrowed $2000 ($44,482) to 
get the project started. Timbers and 
braces were rescued from an old 
shed about to be torn down.

The Claflin-Richards House 

Burnham Hall

The WVIS local history committee which formed in 1907, 
became the Wenham Historical Committee, an official 
committee of the WVIS, in January 1921, headed by Mrs. Edward B. Cole. 
A quilt exhibition was held in the Clalflin-Richards house, accompanied by 
the service of tea and old-time dainties in the candle-lit dining room. 
When the Claflin-Richards house, one of the oldest in Wenham, faced 
demolition, members of the Historical Committee, which later became the demolition, members of the Historical Committee, which later became the 
Wenham Historical Asssociation, purchased the house then asked the WVIS 
to take ownership, feeling it should be owned by a public organization.  
          WVIS assumed the title in early December 1921, with the Committee
                                                                   agreeing to “maintain the
                                                                      antiquarian atmosphere
                                                                           of the house,” and 
                                                                             the committee’s                                                                              the committee’s 
                                                                                 collections.

The
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Peggy McNamara , Historic

Max KingMax King, Marketing & Outreach 

Aime Card, Nominating

Programs, Open Position

Dianne Bucco, Scholarships 

Bethany Minich, Member-at-Large

© 2024, Max King, Wenham Village Improvement Society

Property expense • 57%

Development  • 2%

Insurance  • 7%

Scholarship awards• 7%

Wenham Museum Camp 
Whirlygig • 17%

Administrative • 1%Professional services • 7%

Event programming • 2%

Disbursements

Property income • 62%

Membership dues • 2%

Annual Fund • 4%

Donations • 3%

Transfer from 
cash reserves • 29%

Revenue
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